The Nation Watched It All— Live 


By RICK DU BROW 

HOLLYWOOD (UPI) _ The 
nationwide viewing of the mur- 
der of President Kennedy’s ac- 
cused assassin, as recorded 
Sunday by television, involved 
every watching American in the 
reality of the dangers in a situ- 
ation gone mad. 

Yet, despite the sensation of 
the moment, it is probable that 
never _ before has the nation 
been in such total communica- 
tion as when, also Sunday, it 
mourned with Mrs. Kennedy and 
her family as the late President 
was taken to the Capitol Ro- 
tunda to lie in state. 

The continuous network week- 
end coverage was concerned on 
Saturday mostly with whether 
the avowed Marxist, Lee Os- 
wald, 24, would confess to the 
sniper shooting of President 
Kennedy Friday. There was also 
solemn music, historical evalua- 
tion, recollection, and examina- 
tion of the new Chief Executive, 
Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Sunday, however, the days of 
madness and sorrow were sud- 
denly intensified again when, as 
millions of persons watched on 
television, a man rushed up to 
Oswald in the basement of the 
Dallas city jail as he was being 
moved to the county jail, and 
shot him fatally. Immediately 
the rumors started. Was this all 
part of a plot in which the ac- 
cused Oswald had to be si- 


lenced? Or was this new killer 
simply seeking revenge for the 
death of the President? 

At the same time, the other 
half of the dual nightmare 
claimed the viewer’s attention: 


The President was dead, and 
there was the procession to the 
rotunda, with throngs watching 
and waiting. Hard indeed was 
the_ person whose eyes did no 
moisten at viewing the eere 


monies and listening to the eu- 
logies. 

As on the day of the assassi- 
nation, Mrs. Kennedy’s bearing 
her composure, showed great 
| courage and fineness, and could 
only make those Americans who 
watched proud; a television re- 
porter at .he Rotunda scene was 
near tears. 

In so monstrous a story as 
the assassination and its after- 
maths, it seems ludicrously triv- 
ial to quibole over or single cit 
. ordinary details of video cover- 
age. Perhaps it is best to sim- 
t ,? xpress <3 u iet appreciation 
tor the conduct of the three 
networks throughout. Tuesday, 
barring further extraordinary 
developments, the networks will 
resume commercial broadcast- 
ing, entertainment programs 
and advertising, all of which 
were suspended after the Presi- 
dent’s death. 



